
Executive Director’s Corner

N
ationally May is celebrated as Older Americans Month, a time to rec-
ognize the contributions and achievements of older persons. As an
Area Agency we are privileged to join with other partners working

daily on behalf of elders in Pasco and Pinellas counties. As the 2009 Florida
Legislative Session draws to a close, I am especially thankful to the Pasco and
Pinellas Legislative Delegation. These representatives took time to understand
the essential programs and issues for those age 60 and older and they worked
effectively to support our services during unprecedented budget challenges.
Our annual meeting and luncheon held February 6 was a day to celebrate the
Area Agency’s 2008 accomplishments and to re-energize to serve with passion
and commitment in 2009. We began the year with new board officers, led by
Sallie Parks as Board President. I am pleased to welcome new board members,
Chris Comstock and Deanna Krautner. I sincerely thank our departing board
members, Sylvia Young and Barbara Sheen Todd, both of whom joined the
Board while serving as county commissioners and served as board officers dur-
ing their tenure. Sylvia Young, concludes 27 years, the longest service of any
board member. I greatly appreciate these leaders who generously shared their
expertise with us for so many years. On a positive note, we recently learned our
board member, Charles Robinson, was appointed by Governor Crist to the
Department of Elder Affairs Advisory Council. We will be well represented.
At the end of 2008, the Department of Elder Affairs lifted the two-year freeze
on enrollment of new Medicaid Waiver clients. The case management staff of
our three lead agencies, CARES, Inc., Suncoast Center and Gulf Coast
Community Care, have worked tirelessly, in cooperation with Area Agency
staff, to quickly initiate services to over 700 persons waiting for Aged and
Disabled Medicaid Waiver, Assisted Living Medicaid Waiver and Community
Care for the Elderly services. This remarkable effort surpasses any other area of
the state. We have also expanded to have an AAAPP Medicaid Benefits
Counselor in each county, facilitating access to services. All of this is especial-
ly good news for our community, in light of today’s economy. 
You will find in reading our newsletter, that the Older Americans Month
theme, “Living Today for a Better Tomorrow” is carried out every day in our
aging network. Much is accomplished through the tenacious dedication of
advocates who not only hold a vision, but work toward making it a reality. You
will see this spirit in the articles on Silver Alert and the Golden Choice Awards
for two local SHINE volunteers. These are representative of the many success-
es achieved through the outstanding efforts of our board members and adviso-
ry council, our staff, service providers and volunteers.

Sally Gronda, Executive Director
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AAAPP CELEBRATES 35TH YEAR
AS AREA AGENCY ON AGING
The Area Agency on Aging of Pasco-Pinellas, in celebration of 35 years as an Area
Agency on Aging, held its annual meeting and luncheon on February 6, 2009 at
the Dr. William E. Hale Senior Activity Center in Dunedin.

The Annual Luncheon featured the installation of officers for the AAAPP’s Board
of Directors conducted by the Honorable Circuit Judge Irene Sullivan, Sixth
Judicial Circuit. Recognition of dignitaries and special awards were among the
highlights. This year, the AAAPP recognized Mary Lallucci, with the “Making a
Difference” Advocacy Award for her efforts in creating the Silver Alert Program
in Florida. Also receiving the award for his work on the Silver Alert Program was
Chief Lester Aradi, of the Largo Police Department. Helen King, Deputy
Director, was recognized for 30 years of service with the Area Agency on Aging.

The AAAPP was pleased to once again have Doug Beach, Secretary of the
Department of Elder Affairs delivering an outstanding keynote address.

The AAAPP wishes to thank the following sponsors for their financial support in
underwriting the Annual Luncheon: Mercantile Bank; Evercare/SecureHorizons;
CARES, Inc.; G.A. Food Service; Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns LLP;
Menorah Manor; Neighborly Care Network; Suncoast Center; and The Hospice
of the Florida Suncoast. Additional information on the event can be found at the
AAAPP’s website: http://www.agingcarefl.org/whatsnew/2009-annual.

AAAPP Announces New Board Officers

AAAPP ANNUAL MEETING

The AAAPP is proud to announce the Officers of the
agency’s Board of Directors for 2009-2010:

Sallie Parks, President
Ed Manny, Vice-President
Virginia Rowell, Secretary
Camille Hernandez, Treasurer

These officers were voted in office at the agency’s Annual
Meeting on February 6, 2009 with a ceremonial installa-
tion having taken place at the Annual Luncheon on the
same day.



The AAAPP Welcomes
New Board Members
At the AAAPP’s April 20th Board Meeting, two
new Board members were appointed. Chris
Comstock, a Pinellas representative, is a
Financial Advisor with Smith Barney. He also
has extensive experience serving on boards and
advisory councils of charitable non-profits in the
area. He recently served this past year on the
AAAPP’s Advisory Council. 

Deanna Krautner, a Pasco representative, is
employed by the Pasco County Health
Department. She serves as a Health Education
and Communications Coordinator for her agency
and is certified as a Health Education Specialist.

The AAAPP welcomes its newest board mem-
bers and knows their combined experiences and
knowledge will enhance the agency’s efforts in
serving seniors in Pasco and Pinellas counties.
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LOCAL ADVOCACY INSPIRES STATE-WIDE SILVER ALERT PROGRAM
The tragic loss of Mary Lallucci’s 86-year old mother, Mary Zelter, motivated her to action. Lallucci’s mother, who suffered from
dementia, disappeared in March 2008 after leaving the assisted living facility to drive to the grocery store. A week later, Zelter and
the vehicle she was driving were found in the inter-coastal waterway, about nine miles away. Lallucci discovered other states had
“Silver Alerts” to help find missing persons with cognitive disabilities or dementia. Joining forces with Largo Police Chief Lester
Aradi, Area Agency Board President Sallie Parks, the Alzheimer’s Association and a group of local law enforcement leaders, Lallucci
worked to implement the program locally. In October 2008, Governor Charlie Crist enacted Florida’s “Silver Alert” which allows the
immediate broadcast of information to the public regarding missing elders with dementia or other cognitive impairment. Nearly
400,000 Pinellas and Pasco county residents are age 60 and older, and there are about 52,000 persons with Alzheimer’s disease in the
two counties. According to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 95 percent of people with
Alzheimer’s disease who wander are found with-
in a quarter-mile of their place of residence or
last location seen. The Silver Alerts help local
law enforcement to locate these missing elders
and return them home safely. Department of
Elder Affairs Secretary E. Douglas Beach said,
“Fortunately, the vast majority of Florida seniors
will never need a Silver Alert. For those few who
do, the program can save lives.” Florida
Congressman Gus Bilirakis sponsored a bill to
create a federal program to help states establish
Silver Alert programs. In February 2009, the
U.S. House of Representatives approved Silver
Alert legislation that included key portions of
the Bilirakis bill. To learn more about the pro-
gram, visit www.fdle.state.fl.us

AGING ADVOCATES

Bettina Dodson (right), Gulf Coast Community Care,
receives Project Director of the Year Award.  Rachel Bryan
(left) is the AAAPP Program Director.



What’s New at the Senior Helpline
The Senior Helpline Promotes a New Telephone Number

For Information and Assistance call 
1-800-96-ELDER
(1-800-963-5337)

This statewide Elder Helpline number can be called from any area of Florida and will connect the caller with the
Helpline that serves the area from which they are calling. The advantage of using this number is that it will better serve
our local community in the event of a disaster. The Department of Elder Affairs is able to forward calls to another
Helpline that is outside the area impacted by the disaster. Callers from outside of Pasco and Pinellas counties should
continue to call 727-217-8111.

The Senior Helpline Resource Database Is Now Available Online
The Senior Helpline has been working with the other 10 Area Agencies on Aging to implement a statewide database
of community resources that serve seniors, their caregivers, and adults with mental illness. The AAAPP is proud to
announce that the resource database is now available through the AAAPP website at www.agingcarefl.org/database or
by clicking on the topic “Locating Resources in the Community.” By entering the zip code or city of the person in
need, you can locate local resources. If you are looking for information about a particular agency or business, you can
search by name.

Senior Helpline Staff Achieve National Certification
Three members of the AAAPP Senior Helpline staff took
the national exam and are now Certified Information and
Referral Specialists with a specialty in aging CIRS-A. This
comprehensive exam is offered through the international
professional organization AIRS, the Alliance of
Information and Referral Systems. Congratulations to
Cyndi Rennick, Tracy Barrows, and Beverly Burton on
this achievement.
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THE SENIOR HELPLINE

2009 Florida Conference on Aging

The Florida Council on Aging (FCOA) Annual Conference is in our backyard this year! It’s scheduled for August 24
-26, 2009 at the TradeWinds Resort, St. Pete Beach.
Conference Highlights: Over 50 presentations, plus plenary sessions and an exhibit show; Sessions on local, state and
national perspectives; Pre-Conference sessions for professionals on key issues; Continuing Education Units for many
professions (social work, nursing, etc.); Open forum for discussion, learning and skill-building; and Networking
opportunities. The SMP (Senior Medicare Patrol) Program, coordinated at the Area Agency on Aging of Pasco-
Pinellas, will offer the workshop, “Health Care Fraud and the Elderly.” Lots more details can be found at
www.fcoa.org.
If you are interested in volunteering some time at the conference, please complete the electronic survey located at this
link: https://fcoa.wufoo.com/forms/2009-fl-conference-on-aging-volunteer-registration/ or email Helen King at
kingh@elderaffairs.org.
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The Senior Helpline has seen a dramatic increase in the
number of people calling for assistance with utility bills
and other financial needs. In response, the Senior
Helpline worked with the Better Living for Seniors
Information and Assistance Committee to design a flier
called “Stretching Your Dollars”. The flier gives no-cost
ways to save electricity plus information on ways to save
money, budgeting help, and programs that can increase
the income of those who are eligible. Copies are avail-
able by calling the Senior Helpline.

Seniors Calling the Senior Helpline Are Feeling the Impact of the Economy
INFORMATION YOU CAN USE

TUNE IN TO “AGING ON THE SUNCOAST”
The Area Agency television program, “Aging on the Suncoast,” is broadcast throughout Pasco and
Pinellas Counties. Each month the 30 minute program brings information to viewers on a new
topic of interest to seniors and those who care for them. Recent show topics include: Senior
Employment, Volunteers, Emergency Home Energy Assistance, Senior Centers, Medicare, and
Health Care Fraud. Show times and TV channels are listed.

PASCO COUNTY
GOVERNMENT ACCESS
Bright House Channel 622
Verizon Channel 42

Tuesday 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Thursday 10:30 p.m.
Friday 5:30 a.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.

Check www.pascocountyfl.net
for current TV Times.

PINELLAS COUNTY
GOVERNMENT ACCESS
Bright House Channel 622
Knology Channel 18
Verizon Channel 44

5:00 p.m. daily

Check www.pinellascounty.org/tvschedule for current TV times.

Bright House Government on Demand Channel 343 also broadcasts “Aging on the Suncoast” in
Pinellas County.
















